Address: __________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________

Door County Maritime Museum

Enclosed gift of:

$5,000
$1,000
$500
$150
Other $___________

Pledge information:
I (we) pledge a total of $___________ to be paid:

q Now

q Monthly

q Quarterly

q Yearly

120 N. Madison Avenue
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Email: __________________________________

3 inches from ground level to the focal plane of the
light. The light is approximately 85 feet above water
level with a visual range of 18 miles. The stone foundation extends 4 feet into the ground and sets on
bedrock. The brick tower is 4 feet, 8 inches thick at
the base. The outer layer is 24 inches thick with a
20-inch air space between it and the 12-inch
inner layer of brick at the base. The outer layer
narrows to a 16 inch thickness with a 4-inch
airspace and an 8 inch inner layer 10 feet from
the top. It is actually a tower within a tower.
A 97-step, cast iron, circular staircase leads to
the watch room.

Door County Maritime Museum, Inc.
120 N. Madison Avenue
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Overall height of the tower is 89 feet. It is 79 feet,

City: _______________________________ St: ____ Zip: ___________

q
q
q
q
q

CANA ISLAND

Name(s): __________________________________________________

I (we) would like to make this contribution in the form of:

q Check

Please charge my gift to:

q Credit card

q Other

q MasterCard q Visa

Signature: _______________________________________________

q I (we) wish to remain anonymous

Please make checks payable to:

Door County Maritime Museum
120 N Madison Avenue, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
www.DCMM.org

Return address

Door County Maritime Museum

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

Credit Card#: __________________________________ Exp: ______

Cana Island Light Station in 1921 lighthouse keeper Hahn Knudsen

Door County Maritime Museum &
Lighthouse Preservation Society, Inc.
preserves Great Lakes maritime history,
primarily focusing on Door County,
Wisconsin, and provides interpretive
and educational opportunities for current and future generations.

q Cash
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CANA ISLAND
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CANA ISLAND LIGHT STATION
Travel back in time and explore one of Wisconsin’s
most popular lighthouses that’s been standing watch on
the shore of Lake Michigan for more than 140 years. Over
40,000 visitors enjoy Cana Island Light Station each year.
Explore the entire 8.7-acre island that includes the 89foot-tall light tower, the original home of the lighthouse
keeper and his family, and the oil house where fuel for the
light was stored.
The highlight of any Cana Island visit is climbing the 97
steps of the tower’s spiral staircase to reach the gallery
deck. The outside deck delivers a sweeping view of Lake
Michigan and the Door County peninsula.
Making lasting memories more beautiful.
Cana Island Lighthouse was built in 1869. Since the
1970s, under lease from the U.S. Coast Guard, the Door
County Maritime Museum & Lighthouse Preservation
Society’s mission at Cana Island has been to maintain the
light station and adjacent grounds. The 1869 resources of

the island and light station are irreplaceable; a truly unique
setting and experience for visitors. Cana Island was added
to the National Register of Historic Places in 1976.
As modernization of light systems developed, the U.S.
Coast Guard no longer had reason to maintain lighthouse
properties and began to transfer them. In 2006, the U.S.
Coast Guard transferred Cana Island to the Door County
Parks Department, which named the Door County
Maritime Museum as operating and historic preservation
partner. Currently, five buildings remain on the site: the
light tower, keeper’s residence, oil house, privy, and storage
shed. An isolated setting such as Cana Island with a grouping of intact structures offers a rare glimpse into the past.
A century of wind and water has taken its toll on the
iconic Cana Island Light Station. No longer maintained
by the federal government, the lighthouse upkeep now
belongs to us. If we don’t step up to repair and preserve
them, they could disappear forever. But you can help.
Support Illuminate Our Heritage and help our lighthouse
keep watch … for us, and for future generations.

In 2009, the museum, Door County Parks Department, and the Historic Structures Report project team identiﬁed
basic ﬂaws in the current buildings that hinder access by the public, limit interpretation, and cause general degrading
of the building infrastructure over time that will, if left unaddressed, result in the loss of historic integrity.

What we have
accomplished so far…
PHASE 1

• 2012 – Restroom facilities and maintenance

Oil house

Lighthouse repaired:
• Copper roof
• Fresnel lantern glass
• Electric service
• Windows & doors
• Masonry
• Lead paint removed
& repainted

building erected (cost of $300,000).
– Land acquisition and parking lot
• 2013
construction for safe and improved access
(cost of $1.5 Million).
– Baileys Harbor native and landscape architect,
• 2014
Willliam H. Tishler, began ﬁeld and archival research on
a Cultural Landscape Report outlining a management
strategy for each signiﬁcant landscape component
(gardens, trees, stone walls and an archway) that
graced Cana Island Light Station during the historic
period of 1918-1939 (cost of $10,000).

to 2015 – Restoration of the entire
• 2014
exterior of the light tower and keeper’s dwelling
(cost of $984,000).

PHASE 2
to 2017 – The restoration of the oil house,
• 2016
privy and barn was completed (cost of $352,000).
Privy

Original 3rd Order
Fresnel lens

Cana Island Light Station visitors in 1924

Our work is not done!
Can you help us?
PHASE 3

• 2018 - Interpretive Center to be built

to include a museum store, admissions oﬃce
and an interpretive area (estimated at $440,000).

PHASE 4
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• 2019 - Celebrate Cana Island Light
Station’s 150 years of service.

• 2019 to 2021 - Restoration of the

interior of the light tower and keeper’s house
(estimated at $1,240,000).

Support

Illuminate Our Heritage
and help our lighthouse keep watch …
for us, and for future generations.
Visit us online at www.DCMM.org
Cana Wright deer,
1933 - 1941

Outside of keeper’s house repaired:
• Chimney
• Roof
• Doors & windows
• Foundation

Door County Maritime Museum & Lighthouse Preservation Society is a
501(c)(3) nonproﬁt organization and donations are tax-deductible.
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