EACHING NEW HEIGHTS

Door County Maritime Museum
Maritime Tower Expansion
Reaching New Heights in our Maritime Heritage

Sturgeon Bay

Gills Rock

Cana Island

AN EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENT

For four decades, the Door
County Maritime Museum
& Lighthouse Preservation
Society has educated and
entertained the public while
working hard to preserve the
Great Lakes’ rich maritime
history. Now, the museum
is ready to take a major leap
forward with an exciting
new initiative: expanding its
Sturgeon Bay facility with
a spectacular, 11-story
addition filled with stateof-the-art exhibits for all ages.
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The expansion will promote
Northeast Wisconsin’s
shipbuilders and maritimerelated businesses, as well as
the world’s most extensive
navigable inland-waterways
system. Evoking the
romance of North America’s
lighthouses, it will serve as a
striking visual landmark on
the Sturgeon Bay waterfront.
Welcome to the new
Maritime Tower project.
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A Proud Record
Since we first opened our doors in the early 1970s, our facilities have
grown to include the Gills Rock museum, complete with a fishing
shanty and the retired fish tug Hope; operations at the historic Cana
Island Lighthouse, built in 1869; the 22,000-square-foot, four-gallery
museum in Sturgeon Bay; and an in-water exhibit, the 1919 tugboat
John Purves. And we continue to grow, accommodating exciting
new exhibits such as “Pirates!,” “Ghosts!”, “Freshwater Fury” and “Sea
Dogs”. We also host eagerly anticipated community events like the
Lighthouse Festival, Classic & Wooden Boat Festival, and Merry-Time
Festival of Trees.
Every step of the way, we ensure that our guests have unparalleled,
enriching experiences with local maritime history and lore — and
that we fully engage the next generation. Indeed, we have become
one of Northeast Wisconsin’s top tourism destinations, attracting
tens of thousands of visitors annually and earning important
recognition from state and community leaders.
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Located between the historic downtown bridge and the new span
on Sturgeon Bay’s working waterfront, the Door County Maritime
Museum offers a fun and educational experience for all ages.
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The Challenge
This is all very good news, and we’re proud of our current facilities
and exhibits. We’re aware, however, that the Door County Maritime
Museum must take another major step toward 21st century
modernization, as have many museums around the country. While
we have enjoyed great success with our recent rotating exhibits
and have drawn tens of thousands of visitors to our Sturgeon
Bay museum, we have two significant challenges: space and selfsustainability.
The gallery space required for large temporary exhibits has limited
our ability to host short-term temporary exhibits, and it has greatly
reduced our general-use areas. Those areas normally would be
available for community and member receptions and special events.
We also lack retail floor space. An expanded museum store will
facilitate higher sales, which is a key element in sustainable
development.

Sturgeon Bay’s West Waterfront
Redevelopment

The Maritime Museum’s
tower expansion is at the
heart of Sturgeon Bay’s
Festival Waterfront.
Artist Rendering
Conceptual Festival Waterfront
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The Solution:
The Maritime Tower Project
The 11-story Maritime Tower will give us expanded gallery space for
must-see exhibits, and it will provide the general-use space we need
to further engage and serve our community.
This project will help us pursue our self-sustaining business model.
The observation tower will attract more visitors, resulting in
increased revenue from admissions and
memberships; and expanded retail space
will mean increased store sales.
The tower project will include a remodeled
lobby, an improvement that will allow us
to better accommodate large bus tours
and provide an ideal reception
area for visiting groups.
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The Maritime Tower will provide an unparalleled panoramic view
of Sturgeon Bay and its waterfront from the observation level.

The Maritime Tower Experience
The remodeled lobby and expanded museum store will welcome
visitors. They’ll ride the elevator to the Maritime Tower’s 10th floor
Observation Level, with a 360-degree view of the Sturgeon Bay
waterfront. Guests will be able to see downtown Sturgeon Bay
to the north and south, and they can watch recreational and
commercial boat traffic in the harbor.
From here, visitors will have a simulated lighthouse experience
by climbing the spiral staircase to the 11th floor Beacon Enclosure
and Open Observation Level, where they’ll find a truly jawdropping panoramic vista of the city’s marinas, shipyards, and
working waterfront.
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For the Local Community:
Why the Tower?
The Maritime Tower will promote the region’s maritime heritage
and working waterfront, from marinas and boatyards, to
shipbuilders and yacht design/construction businesses, to sail
makers and chandleries. And, as a visual landmark with a distinctive
design, it will sustain Door County’s lighthouse heritage and serve
as a beacon for the city and for the region.
Without a doubt, the 11-story Maritime Tower will be a dramatic addition
to the Sturgeon Bay working waterfront. A central iconic feature, it will
attract tourists and boaters as well as maritime conferences.
As a cornerstone of the Sturgeon Bay’s west side development, the
Maritime Tower will significantly impact the economics of the local
and greater Door County community. More visitors will boost the
economy through patronage growth at area hotels, restaurants, and
retail establishments.

For Inland Maritime
Industries:
Why the Tower?
The benefits of our Maritime Tower project aren’t limited to the
Door County Maritime Museum or the Door County community.
The tower will benefit inland maritime industries as well, sharing
the astounding value of our national inland waterways — what
they’ve meant to our past, and what they will mean to our future.
Through its exhibits, the Maritime Tower will promote commercial
maritime transportation, the economic contributions of marine
manufacturers, and the immense economic impact of our inlandwaterway system, including national defense shipbuilding,
maritime transportation, equipment manufacturing, and
recreational boating.
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Innovative, interactive exhibits in the Maritime
Tower will engage and educate visitors as they
tell the story of Wisconsin’s proud shipbuilding
heritage and share the colorful history of Great
Lakes shipping. Virtual storytellers will greet visitors
and guide them through the tower’s exhibit floors.

9

|

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

Potential Tower Exhibits
Maritime System Importance
This exhibit will highlight the many regional economic,
transportation, social and environmental benefits derived from
North America’s navigable inland waterways.
Regional Highlights
“Why Northeast Wisconsin is Unique!” will summarize the region’s
unique assets, including lighthouses, shipyards, mega yacht
builders, sport fishing, Great Lakes yachting, the Sturgeon Bay
Ship Canal, and major innovations in marine equipment.
Modern Commercial Ships
This will honor the leadership and skills of the architects,
engineers, designers, and skilled craftsmen who build modern
vessels.
Evolution of Commercial Ships
This exhibit will follow the historical development of ships on the
Great Lakes — from sail, to steam, to modern vessels.
Regionally Built Naval Ships
In this exhibit, visitors will learn about the historical and
contemporary highlights in regional U.S. Navy shipbuilding.
Vessel Simulator
Here, visitors will be able to plan their voyage and “steer” a
1,000-foot self-unloading freighter, a multi-million dollar
megayacht, a U.S. Navy minesweeper or a U.S. Coast Guard
rescue boat through the bridges in Sturgeon Bay!
Great Lakes Shipwrecks
In this exhibit, visitors will have the unusual experience of
“swimming” through Great Lakes shipwrecks!
Children’s Interactive Gallery
Designed for our younger visitors, these exhibits will feature
activities and components to encourage children’s imagination
and discovery.
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Testimonials

Stephanie Klett, Secretary, Wisconsin Department of Tourism

The Door County Maritime Museum is already a tourism gem celebrating
Wisconsin’s rich maritime history. The plans by the Door County
Maritime Museum and Lighthouse Preservation Society to expand its
facility is exciting and when completed has the potential to attract even
more visitors and generate greater economic impact for the region.
The proposed tower will give visitors panoramic and inspiring lake views
for miles, making the museum an even bigger draw for visitors. I look
forward to its opening which will only enhance an already fabulous
tourism experience for visitors to Door County.

Thad Birmingham, Mayor, City of Sturgeon Bay

What better way to experience the “Shipbuilding Capital of the Great
Lakes” than from the perch of this Observation Tower ... a great addition
to our working waterfront!

Pam Seiler, Executive Director, Sturgeon Bay Vistior Center

The Maritime Observation Tower would truly be a fantastic addition and
draw to Sturgeon Bay. We are the only Door County Community with a
working waterfront. It would allow many more visitors and residents to
see our working waterfront and appreciate the diverse beauty from the
lake to the bay.
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David Ward, Chairman | Bill Chaudoir, Executive Director
Door County Economic Development Corporation

Dear Friends,
The Door County Economic Development Corporation is proud to
support the Maritime Observation Tower expansion by the Door County
Maritime Museum in Sturgeon Bay.
We believe,
• The tower will become one of the County’s most popular attractions and
a “can’t miss” travel destination for both local residents and visitors alike.
• The tower will be an incredible tool to help our residents, especially
our youth, to better understand and appreciate the unmatched natural
beauty, unique geography and critical economic role that the waterfront
plays in our community.
• The tower and its exhibits will greatly enhance the museum’s ability to
recognize and celebrate the incredible maritime history and continuing
critical role that shipbuilding, recreational boating and related maritime
business contribute to the economy of our community, region and state.
• The tower will be a catalyst for future economic development in the
City. The recent West Waterfront Redevelopment Study identified
the important role that the Maritime Museum already plays as an
anchor and economic driver for this area. The proposed tower will
further solidify this role and will be a significant asset in helping to
attract private developers to invest and create new jobs in our beautiful
waterfront community.
We strongly urge the community to step up in support of the
Maritime Observation Tower at the Door County Maritime Museum
in Sturgeon Bay. Thank you for your interest and consideration.
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Endowment Fund
Reaching New Heights in Our
Maritime Heritage, Together
In an effort to further self-sufficiency, the
Board of Directors designated 10 percent
of each Reaching New Heights donation to
support the Endowment Fund.
REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

STRATEGIC CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Bill Harder, Chairperson
John Asher
Dan Austad
Terry Connelly
Bob Desh
Frank Forkert
Doug Henderson
Rick O’Farrell
Bob Purves
Al Steiner
Cap Wulf
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The future of the Door County Maritime Museum
is in your hands. Help the museum Reach New
Heights. Please make your donation today.
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A Brief History of the
Door County Maritime Museum
& Lighthouse Preservation Society, Inc.
Throughout history, Door County’s waterways have played a
significant role in local and interstate commerce and culture. In
the days before automobiles and paved roads, people and goods
traveled most directly by water. Due to the number of shipwrecks,
lighthouses were soon built to protect Great Lakes shipping.
A Gills Rock citizens’ group founded the Door County Maritime
Museum in 1969 and received many important artifacts chronicling
the maritime history of Door County and the Great Lakes. The
doors opened seasonally at the Cana Island Lighthouse on July 1,
1971. The Gills Rock museum site opened on a limited schedule
during the summer of 1975, and then year-round in 1976. Through
dedicated volunteer leadership, a small seasonal museum opened
just one year later in Sturgeon Bay.
In 1993, the museum hired its first full-time employee to facilitate a
capital campaign and to develop public programming, and in 1997,
our 22,000-square-foot, year-round facility opened in Sturgeon Bay.
Then, through the 2006 Long Range Plan, the museum established
a commitment to creating exhibits with interactive components.
During July 2008, the museum launched the tug John Purves as a
floating exhibit on Sturgeon Bay’s waterfront.
The museum, in partnership with Door County, conducted
a Historic Structures Report in 2009 as the first step toward
preserving the Cana Island Lighthouse, a celebrated Door County
icon. The museum/County partnership constructed a parking lot
in 2013 to provide safe access to the historic site.
Today, we salute the lighthouses, shipwrecks, shipbuilders,
and fishermen who have left an indelible impression on our
local history. Each location, in its own way, demonstrates our
commitment to celebrate and preserve Door County’s rich
maritime heritage.
At the Sturgeon Bay facility, the galleries highlight Sturgeon Bay
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The Gills Rock Museum traces the
area’s commercial fishing tradition.

The beacon from the Cana Island
Lighthouse has guided mariners
for over 140 years.

The Sturgeon Bay Museum features
the 1919 John Purves, an immaculately
restored tugboat to the 1960s era when
she served on the Great Lakes.

shipbuilding, Door County lighthouses, local maritime industries,
and ship launching. Key features include the pilothouse of an ore
carrier, large-scale models of locally built ships, and a docent-led
tour of the 149-foot Great Lakes tug John Purves, built in 1919.
The Gills Rock site emphasizes commercial fishing history. It boasts
a retired fishing tug named Hope, a replica of a fishing-net shed and
exhibits on outboard motors, diving on Great Lakes shipwrecks, an
interactive Lyle gun, and “Pirates of the Great Lakes.”
The Cana Island Lighthouse was added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 1976. Highlights are its two-story keeper’s house,
interpretive rooms, video documenting the lighthouse’s history,
and perhaps most of all, visitors’ ability to climb the 89-foot tower
with its third-order Fresnel lens. The lighthouse’s restoration and
preservation are currently in progress.
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Sturgeon Bay

Gills Rock

Cana Island

Celebration and Preservation
of Maritime History
We are the #1 tourist attraction in Door County
• Over 65,000 visitors annually
• Over 200,000 website visits each year
• Over 150 tour groups each year

We preserve the maritime history and culture of
our community
• Water defines us
• Our maritime impact spans the globe

We supplement library and school curricula
• We provide access to historic documents
• Presentations for senior centers, school groups, libraries,
and learning in retirement
• We host a Maritime Speaker Series

We enrich the community intellectually, culturally,
and financially
•
•
•
•
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We educate young and old (and in the middle too)
Our community events celebrate our maritime heritage
Over 200 volunteers dedicate over 5,000 hours of service
We refer guests to local restaurants, lodging, and
entertainment venues
REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

Board of Directors
President, William Harder
President, Harder Marine Consulting, LLC; Navigation Business Manager, Great
Lakes & Ohio River Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Retired)
Vice-President, Pete Horton
President, Horton Trucking, Inc. (Retired)
Treasurer, Frank Forkert
President, Anchor Marine, Inc. (Retired)
Secretary, Michael Brodd
Manager, Neighborhood Economic Development for the City of Milwaukee
(Retired)

John R. Asher – President & CEO, Roen Salvage Co.
Steve Brunstrom – Principal Surveyor, American Bureau of Shipping, Sturgeon
Bay (Retired)
John Clove – Owner, Clove & Associates (Retired)
Terry Connelly – SVP & Gen. Mgr. The Weather Channel (Retired)
Robert Desh – Captain, U.S. Coast Guard (Retired)
Sharon Haines – Senior Vice President, Baylake Bank (Retired)
Richard A. Hauser – Partner, Pinkert Law Firm LLP
Gary R. King – Principal, Bay Electric Systems
Robert E. Purves – Colonel, U.S. Air Force (Retired)
Casey Rabach – NFL (Retired); President, Fifth Quarter Foundation, Inc.
Jim Springer – Vice-President & Mill Manager of the Newton Falls Paper Mill,
Appleton Papers, Inc. (Retired)
Mark Weborg – Partner, J & M Fisheries LLC
Cap Wulf – President, Wulf Brothers, Inc.

Emeritus:
Dan Austad – Door County Ace Hardware, President & Owner (Retired)
Louis Janda – Faculty, Northeast Wisconsin Technical College (Retired)
Ellsworth Peterson – President, Peterson Builders, Inc. (Retired)
Charles Voight – Owner, Charlie’s Smokehouse & Voight’s Marine Service, Ltd.
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Through your generosity, the
Door County Maritime Museum
will continue on its course to
preserve and celebrate so many
unforgettable stories. Believe in
the vision of the Door County
Maritime Museum – help us to
Reach New Heights!

Door County Maritime Museum &
Lighthouse Preservation Society
120 North Madison Avenue | Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-5958 | www.DCMM.org

The Door County Maritime Museum & Lighthouse Preservation Society
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. All donations are tax deductible;
you will receive a donation receipt.

